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State Board of Education Honors Reading Initiative Supporters


MONTGOMERY, Ala. -- With a $6 million request for funding for the Alabama Reading Initiative pending before the Alabama Legislature, the Alabama Board of Education met Thursday and honored a group of private-sector supporters whose generosity helped launch the Reading Initiative in 1998.


Gov. Don Siegelman requested a $4 million absolute appropriation in his education budget, and an additional $2 million conditional appropriation. The money would be used for teacher training that would enable the Alabama Reading Initiative to spread from 16 schools to 80 schools in the 1999-2000 school year. It would be the first state-appropriated money for the program. Other states, including Georgia, Louisiana and Texas, have similar programs that receive state funding of up to $30 million.

The state Board of Education held a reception at 9 a.m. Thursday to recognize the sponsors for the part they played in $650,000 of  private-sector funding that helped launch the Alabama Reading Initiative. Sponsors honored at the reception were:

· Sony Corp.; 

· Parsons & Whittemore Inc.; 

· Eagle Forum of Alabama;

· Alabama Association of School Boards;

· Alabama Power Co. and Alabama Power Foundation;

· ALFA Insurance;

· AmSouth Bank;

· A+ Education Foundation;

· BellSouth;

· Community Foundation of Greater Birmingham;

· SouthTrust Bank; and

· Alabama Education Association.

The state Board of Education also honored the sponsors during their monthly board meeting to show their appreciation publicly. A resolution honoring the sponsors was on the board’s monthly agenda.

The Alabama Reading Initiative is a statewide initiative managed by the state Department of Education that aims to significantly improve reading instruction and ultimately achieve 100 percent literacy among public school students. The initiative started in 1998 after a year-long, comprehensive review of research and best practices in reading.

Initially 16 schools were chosen as literacy demonstration sites for the Alabama Reading Initiative. The initiative has five criteria for participating schools: setting a 100 percent literacy goal; a 10-day faculty training program that seeks to train at least 85 percent of faculty members; adjusting reading instruction to reflect research-based practices; modeling effective reading instruction for other schools; and undergoing outside evaluation. The state Department of Education plans to expand the Alabama Reading Initiative to 64 more schools this summer.

The 64 schools to be added for the 1999-2000 school year have been selected. The initiative features a partnership between each literacy demonstration site and a higher education partner which takes responsibility for ongoing development and support of teachers. Alabama is unique among statewide reading initiatives for fostering those school and higher education partnerships.

The Alabama Reading Initiative seeks to give teachers training to help them teach in proven and effective ways, specifically by integrating the best practices of phonics and the whole-language approach to teaching reading. 
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Alabama Reading Initiative

First-year sites, 1998-99
1. Arab Primary School, Arab City School System

2. Byrd Elementary School, Selma City School System

3. Central Elementary School, Tuscaloosa City School System

4. Discovery Middle School, Madison City School System

5. Merritt Elementary School, Bullock County School System

6. Tallassee Elementary School, Tallassee City School System

7. Verner Elementary School, Tuscaloosa City School System

8. Whitley Elementary School, Mobile County School System

9. Brewton Elementary School, Brewton City School System

10. C.E. Hanna Elementary Schools, Oxford City School System

11. Central High School, Lowndes County School System

12. East Lawrence Elementary School, Lawrence County School System

13. Morningview Elementary School, Montgomery County School System

14. Carrie A. Tuggle Elementary School, Birmingham City School System

15. West Blocton Elementary School, Bibb County School System

16. Woodmeade Elementary School, Decatur City School System

